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Building strong and vibrant communitics through education, experience and rescarch.

| am pleased to share our 2020 annual report with cur community partners and constituents, 2020 was a year of uncharted territory, 'We all felt
overwhelmed by the constant flow of new information. Meanwhile, we worried about our loved ones and what the future would hold. There was so
much uncertainty and our normal began to look very different. However, there was one thing that remained constant, that was the dedication of cur
staff of professionals at Cornefl Cooperative Extension Oneida County. Despite all that was happening with COVID they did not miss a beat
throughout the yearl With this in mind, It is with great pride that | reflect upon their accomplishments in 2020.

Like many of you, CCE staff had to transition to a virtual workplace overnight.  Even though where they worked may have changed, their commitment
to our community did not. Throughout this public health crisis, the services that CCE provides have become more relevant, critical, and urgent. As one
of our constituents put it, “Thanks. | can always count on you” That quote succinctly sums up the goal of Cornell Cooperative Extension staff - to
always be there for our community - in the best of times or in the mest challenging of times.

CCE's Ag team distributed over 4600 face coverings, 850 gallons, and 1,075 2-ounce bottles of hand sanitizer to farmers in our commsnity. They
provided farm business management consultations, agronomy visits, and launched a new public outreach and education campaign. The 4-H youth
development team completed virtual Ag in the Classroom lessons, guided club participants in volunteer activities resulting in hundreds of hours of
community service, and created home-study lessons to give kids Ffun activities to fotus on as school-based learning shifted from in-person to virtual,
Cur Master Gardener program increased the number of programmatic offerings in 2020 and virtual program participation has skyrocketed. The
health and nutrition staff created amazing virtual videos focusing on healthy eating, obesity prevention, and the impartance of physical activity,

The Child Care Council supparted our essential workers with childcare scholarships and up to date information about where people could find guality
childcare in the midst of daycare closings due to the pandemic. They supported childcare providers, or as they like to call them, “the essential workers
behind the essential workers®, with distributions of food, cleaning products, and PPE. The Oneida County Public Market continued to connect farmers
to consumers, even during a brief closure. Our opicid prevention educators utilized virtual teaching platforms to continue to relay vital education,

It's impossible for me to summanze all that has happened in 2020, This 2021 Calendar shares a glance at the yvear 2020 and is a sampling of
programmatic highlights. | encourage you to visit our website http://cceoneida com/ and follow Comnell Cooperative Extension Oneida County on
Facebook to stay up-to-date on information and education.

As always, | would like to thank our constituents, community partrners, the Oneida County Executive, and the Oneida County Board of Legislators for
their continued support.  And | want to thank the staff at Cornell Cooperative Extension Oneida County, the Board of Directors, and all our wonderful
volunteers for responding to this unprecedented crisis with professionalism and a continued drive for service, compassion, and respect for one another
and all members of society. Your dedication is unparalleled!

Best wishes for a happy, healthy, successful 2021
Mary Beth McEwen
Executive Director

121 Second 5t Qriskany, NY 13424 Phone 315-736-33%94  Visit us at ccecneida.com

Comell Cooperative Extension is an emplover and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEQD, Protected
Veterans and individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities



Mg SO I'CCS: 2020 Board oi Dircciors

Jaceob Schieferstine-President, Ag, Farm Bureau

« NY5 Dept. of Agriculture & Markets John Brouillette-Vice President, Ag

« U5, Dept. of Agriculture Natalie Zumpano-Secretary, Child Care

= Departmant of ERS . Rasanne Loparco-Treasurer, Master Em‘dﬁnnr,HR
« Office of Children & Fami

» NYS Dept. of Social S Members-at-Large

« Leatherstocking Share
- The Community Foundatia
« Cornell University __
. Office of Temporary and Disabili

+« CARES
» Mother Cabrini Health Foun

Investrment:

Kate Dorr, Nutrition
Aimee MacLagger, Fund Development
Dennis Osborne lil, Master Gardenear
Wally Ramsey, STEM

Jackie Latowski, 4-H, Finance
sandra Fentiman, Communications
Dawn Richardson, Ag

County Representative

State Funds
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CCE Staff attend a ceremony
for a co-worker who passed away.

All photos used in this 202 calendar are of Oneida County, N.Y., and were provided by Oneida County CCE staff,
board members, and stakeholders. Each month a beaufiful background blur is created from a photo on each page.
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Oneida County Highlights: -
. 232 Remsen youth participated in Serving Up My Pk
+ 125 people completed Cooking Matters grocery |

Market Tours. (An American Heart Assoc. grant

locally grown foods from vendors at specific ma
« The nutrition department produced a number
recorded nutrition education lessons which m::lur.}[
a Budget at the Farmers’ Market three+pa:t5ﬂthh

'« Serving over 2,000 people in the 2020 fiscal

= Serving qualified Day Care providers in se
praviding programming to preschoolers, parer

=« Thea Bowman of Utica Preschool parti )2
Farm 2 Preschool (F2P) program throug
lessons and food demonstrations that'w
parents and included 3 take-home planting
These videos were viewed 1,268 timas
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AG AMBASSADOR

AG CAREER DAY

AG INCUBATOR
AGRICULTURE- CROPS,
AMND LIVESTOCK

ANNIE'S PROJECT
ASPIRING FARMERS
ACADEMY

CROP COMGRESS

FARM TO SCHOOL

NYS GROWN & CERTIFIED
OMEIDA CO. PUBLIC MARKET
REGIONAL LAND
MAVICATORS

SHOP MEETS
SUCCESSION PLANNING
URBAN GROWERS
INITIATIVE.

SOCIAL MEDIA UPDATES
PODCASTING AG ISSUES
WOMEN IN ACGRICULTURE &
MORE..

o gﬁg L

Agriculture

Y| AC TEAM DELIVERED 13 DIRECT PROGRAMS REACHING 558 INDIVIDUALS IN 2020 AND
p 4,165 DIRECT CONTACTS WITH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE (EMAILS/TELEPHONE/FARM VISITS)
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YELLOMW LEAVES IN THIS aLFALFA FIELD

ARECALLED "LEAFHDPPER BLURN®
AMD ARE AN INDHCATION OF FEEDIMNG
DAMAGE FROM POTATD LEAFHOPPER

i
DSTEER

B : = By
SAPETY TRAINTRG AT,
MERSSALES AND SERVICE ROME, NY

HOW WE STAY CONNECTED;

« INCREASED FREQIUENCY
AMND TOPICS OF | FARM
OMNEIDA PODCASTS TO
COVER TOPICS SUCH AS:
LWESTOCK PROCESSING
BOTTLENECKS, DAIRY
MNUTRITION, CROP
REPORTS, AND COVID-19
RELATED FUNDING
STREAMS

« CONMNECTING TO
FARMERS BY PHONE,
EMAILS, RADIO SPOTS,
AND PODCASTS TO
REPORT THE MOST UP-
TO-DATE INFORMATION

= DFFERNIG LOCAL AND
STATE-WIDE VIRTUAL
EDUCATION ON
IMPORTANT TOPICS
DURING THE PANDEMIC
RESTRICTIONS
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Horticulture and Master Gardener Volunieers (MGY ), af =
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2020 A Year of Staff and MGV's Growing Virtually “with Bosanne

- 6 on-line garden classes were offered by MGV's and received %q?-‘?
433 registrations and 274 views on the CCE Youtube channe! ﬁ“ M"“"‘j

515 calls were logged in from county residents with

horticulture questions

110 soil samples were tested for pH

MGCV's reached thousands of residents threugh print and

electronic media, sharing 109 total articles in the Rome
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Garden tips aired weekly on Big Frog 104 radio
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gardening Crur Parker F. Scripture
and two plastic bins, placed outside our building's front door, Gardens and Nature Trail
became our connection to the county as we received and are open year round during
processed; soil for pH testing, identified insects, diseasa, ' dﬁ}ﬂﬁght hours.

plants, shared free seeds, and more. Our on-site gardens were The perennial picture

prov backg d
not accessed by our MGVs till July, so we had a late start. Bt :I::h? "
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LRBAN GROWERS INFTINTIVE
COMMUNITY NEED:

COVID-19 BROUGHT GROWING FOOD ACCESS, AND LOCAL BUYING POWER TO OUR COMMUNITIES. THE AGRICULTURE/AG ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT WORKED WITH URBAMN RESIDENTS AND POTENTIAL ENTREPREMEURS THAT DESIRED TO FARM AND MEET THE
NEED FOR FRESH FOOD IN THEIR COMMUNITY. EVIDENCE HAS SHOWMN THAT POVERTY, LIMITED EDUCATION, LOW MEDIAN INCOMES, AND
OTHER RISK FACTORS HAVE HIGH CORRELATIONS WITH LACK OF FRESH FOOD ACCESS, INADEQUATE NUTRITION, AND FOOD INSECURITY FOR
RESIDENTS OF URBAN COMMUNITIES. ONEIDA COUNTY URBAN CENTERS, UTICA, AND ROME ARE NO EXCEPTION AND HAVE BEEN THE FOCUS OF
MANY FOOD-RELATED NUTRITION ISSUES AND HEALTH INITIATIVES THRO CIUT THE YEARS

CCE RESPONSE-SUMMER 2020
CCE'S URBAN GROWERS INITIATIVE
TEAM FULFILLED TWO GOALS:

COMMUNITY IMPACT;
THE SOMMALl BANTL MARKET IMPROVED
ACCESS AND ELIMEMNATE BARRIERS TO FRESH
PRODUICE IN UNDERSERVED COMMUMITIES,

. EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES WHO ARE
LACKING RESOLIRCES TO BE NEW
LEADERS NOT OMLY THROUGH
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BUT
SOCIALLY AND CULTURALLY.
EMNGACED THE YOLUNGER
GENERATIONS USING EDUCATIONAL
CARDEMNS AT THE MARKET TO BUILD
BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR
CULTURAL HISTORY WHILE LEARNI
VALUABLE LIFE LESSONS AND
RESPOMSIBILITIES.

THE LUIRBAN FARMIMNG ASSESSMENT
HAS ALLOWED INFORMATION/INSIG
FOR MEW PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

wcwmr

1 THE TEAM BECAME A SUPPORTIVE
EDUCATIOMNAL PROVIDER FACILITATIMG
THE DEVELOPMENT AND EXPARNSION OF
THE 50MALI BANTU FARM AND
MARKET VENTURES.

2. ENGAGED LOCAL URBAN CENTERS OF
UTICA AND ROME IM A COMMUMNITY
ASSESSMENT OF MICRO-CROWIMNG
PRACTICES AND OPPORTUMITIES.
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\GRICULTURE ECONC

USDA Farmer to Family Food Box Program: a critical
project that packed and shipped over 300,000 Food
Boxes to families in need. AED organized a
consortium of companies that provided items for the
boxes., creating over 7 million dollars in economic
impact for our area

» Farm to Schoaol Initiatives: Continued area involvement

= Oneida County Public Market, managed by Beth Irons,
getting local food to consumers

=« Farmers Market and Local Food Outreach Education
and Marketing Enhancement Initiative secured
a 3-year USDA Agricultural Marketing Service award
for 5247,000 to enhance venues for local farmers and
boost the accessibility of the Oneida County Public
Market agricultural venders to underserved
populations in our communities by educating healthy
eating habits

REMI LINK, AED PROGRAM COORDINATOR
BETH IRONS, ONEIDA COUNTY PUBLIC MARKET
ALICIA LUHRSS5EN-ZOMBEK, FMPP

DIAMOND HOGANS, AMERICORPS VISTA
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2020 4 1 Highlights

Projects
= Youth constructed 33 blue birdhouses
= 130 projects on display at Peterpaul Recreation
Center with Fan Faverites awarded
= 4Hers logged in 400 hours of community service
= Special Projects: Mask Task, Milk & Food
Distributions in the community and more

Virtual Presentations,

NYS Equine Contests :
= 2 in Horse Communications
» 4 in Hippology (the study of the horse)
« 3in Horse Judging

Archery
= 12 youth participants

Animal Shows

(Dairy, dog, horse, sheep, swine, rak
« 8 species sho N & participants

Youtube Education (4 Plant and pollination
« 247 total views |
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CCE's Ag_ Team Stays Connected 1o our Farmers

Crops
» Weekly in-season Crop St
» Reporting soil temp
» Providing scil a ;"
« Gauging pest pre
» Collaborated w

Livestock
« Hosted
» Disseminate

Plans, CFA
« Promotion o
» Performe
Ag Team l
+ CCE Oneid
cloth face
farm-rela
« COVID-19¢
requirement fe
dairy and livesto
when meat and food
« Connecting local fa
during the shutdown of almes
contact food pick up in the C
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TEAM UP!

TEACHING TODAY'S YOUTH HOW TO NAVIGATE THE
CHALLENGES OF TOMORROW
b

Funded by the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation and part of the Oneida County Opioid Task Force
Prevention Team, "TEAM UP," one of CCE's newest 2020 programs provides research-based opioid
prevention education and outreach to grades K-12 and to community partners.

Despite 2020 COVID-19 restrictions, TEAM UP helped 267 people learn skills to make healthy choices:
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Oneida County Public Market
Union Station, 321 Main St.
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Utica's historic Bagg's Square
2020 Numbers: =
+ Admission: 14,046 W)

. Vendors: 56 (NEIDA COUNTY

« SN ﬁF:ﬁhﬁ#:“ﬂﬁﬁﬁ et

-t

Every Saturday 9a-1p, mid
May-thru December
Every Other Saturday Sa-1p

January thru April

When COVID-19 shut down the indoor market in March, CCE and
Make shift signs at CCE market manager, Beth Irons, opened the CCE parking lot for no
contact pick-up of local goods between farmers and consumers

Litica Zoo
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