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CONSUMER 
DIAGNOSTIC 

LAB 

Contact Holly Wise 
Consumer Horticulture Educator 

Ext. 1125 
Email: hlw2@cornell.edu 

121 Second Street 
Oriskany, NY 13424-3924 

315-736-3394; Fax: 315-736-2580 

cceoneida.com 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer 
and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, 

Protected Veterans, and individuals with 
disabilities and provides equal program and 

employment opportunities. 

Generations of home gardeners and 
farmers have relied on Cornell factsheets 
to provide the most up-to-date 
recommendations for help with their 
horticultural needs. Utilizing the latest 
information gathered from research at 
Cornell, we are able to promote the 
Integrated Pest Management philosophy 
(IPM).  IPM promotes using the correct 
method/product at the correct time on 
the correct pest. This method not only 
saves the consumer time and money; it 
also saves the environment from 
unnecessary contamination. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida 
County is pleased to offer these 
factsheets and other Cornell publications 
on our web site: www.cceoneida.com 

Our Home and Garden factsheets are 
arranged in convenient categories for 
quick reference. 

Plant and Insect Diagnostics at 
Your Fingertips! 

http://www.cceoneida.com


 

Plants need healthy soil to grow and thrive.  

Most plants need a soil pH (the potential of 
hydrogen) of 6.5.  

On the other hand, acid-loving plants such 
as blueberries require a soil pH of 4.5. 

The only way to know your soil’s pH is to do 
a pH soil test.     

pH test--$2/sample done at the Extension 

Complete soil analysis—you send to AGRO-ONE      
soil lab in Ithaca (Starts at $13.50) 

Heavy metal testing—you send to AGRO-ONE soil lab 

The in-office pH test provides useful results to help 
you determine what plants are best suited to a  
certain area. Based on the test results, we can give 
you recommendations to amend the soil.  

If you are worried about heavy metal contamination   
or you are trying to determine what nutrient 
amendments your soil needs. Dairy One soil 
laboratory is the better choice.  Soil containers and 
paper work is available at CCE or visit                   
https://dairyone.com/resources/forms-and-documents/ 

*click on Agronomy (form H is for homeowners) 

Why Test Your Soil? 

Types of Tests How to Take a Soil Sample 

 You’ll need a shovel, plastic pail (not 
metal), and a small clean plastic bag. 

 Take a sample of dry soil at various 
locations in your garden in a random 
pattern. Scrape away surface debris 
before sampling.  

 Dig down six to seven inches and remove 
a half-inch thick slice of soil from one 
side of the hole. 

 Put the soil in your pail; mix thoroughly. 

 Place about one cup of your soil in the 
plastic bag; discard remaining soil. 

 Test the soil following the directions in 
your Cornell pH test kit or drop your 
sample off at the Extension office in 
Oriskany Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. 

https://dairyone.com/resources/forms-and-documents/

